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CONFIDENTIAL JOHANNESBURG 1992 
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TAGS: PFOR, SF 

SUBJECT: COMMITTEE OF TEN STRATEGY FOR SOWETO SELF-RULE 

REF: A. JOHANNESBURG 1958 B. JOHANNESBURG 1959 

1 . CHAIRMAN OF THE SOWETO COMMITTEE OF TEN. DR HARRISON MOTLANA. 
INDICATED IN BRIEF DISCUSSION WITH US THAT MUCH OF SOWETO IS POISED 
FOR SUNDAY. JULY 31, PUBLIC MEETING CALLED TO DISCUSS BLUE- 
PRINT (REFTEL B) FOR SOWETO SELF-GOVERNMENT. DR. MOTLANA 
STATED COMMITTEE OF TEN HAD ALMOST TOTAL SUPPORT FROM THE 
COMMUNITY AND ANY SAG EFFORT TO CIRCUMVENT COMMITTEE OF TEN 
DEMANDS. SUCH AS THE CLUMSY ATTEMPT TO FORM A COMMITTEE OF 
THIRTEEN (REFTEL A), WOULD MEET WITH TOTAL REJECTION. HE 
ADDED THAT IN THE EVENT THE SAG TRIED TO IMPOSE THE 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON SOWETO, THEY (THE SAG) WOULD FIND IT 
VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO FIND ANYONE WILLING (OR DARING) TO SERVE. 
THUS THE ONLY ALTERNATIVE WOULD BE A COMPLETE ABANDONMENT 
OF THE CHARADE THAT SOWETO BLACKS HAD ANY VOICE IN RUNNING 
THEIR COMMUNITY, WITH THE WEST RAND BOARD (WRAB) FORCED TO 
ADMINISTER SOWETO AS BEST IT COULD FROM WHITE JOHANNESBURG. 
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2. DR MOTLANA ADDED THAT, IN THE EVENT THE COMMITTEE OF 
TEN BLUEPRINT IS REJECTED, SOWETO BLACKS WILL PROCEED WITH 
IMPLEMENTATION ON THEIR OWN, DIVIDING THE SPRAWLING TOWNSHIP 
INTO FIFTY WARDS AND ESTABISHING DE FACTO CITY GOVERNMENT. 
ANY ATTEMPT TO ENFORCE WRAB DECISIONS SUCH AS RENT INCREASES 
WOULD BE MET WITH VIOLENCE. DR. MOTLANA EMPHASIZED THE ISSUES 
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OF FREEHOLD TENURE, NON-ETHNICITY OF CITY GOVERNMENT, DIRECT 
LINK TO A JOHANNESBUG METROPOLITAN COUNCIL, AND SELF 
GOVERNMENT WERE NON-NEGOTIATBLE ITEMS. 

3. DR MOTLANA GAVE A CLUE AS TO THE IDENTITIES OF THE 
MYSTERIOUS "COMMITTEE OF THIRTEEN" WHICH THE SAG HAS MENTIONED 
AS BEIG CONSULTED IN OPPOSITION TO THE COMMITTEE OF TEN. HE 
NOTED THAT, PREDICTABLY, CHARACTERS LIKE DAVID THEBAHALI 
(FORMER UBC CHAIRMAN), DR NYEMBEZI (SOWETO INKATHA REP), 

RICHARD MAPOYNA (SOWETO BUSINESS ASSOCIATE OF THEBAHALI) WERE 

THE ONES THE SAG WAS TRYING TO PULL INTO A CONSULTATIVE ARRANGEMENT 
WITH THE WRAB. (NOTE: WILKIE KAMBULE (PRINCIPAL ORLANDO 
HIGH) MENTIONED TO REPORTIG OFFICER HE HAD BEEN APPROACHED 
TO JOIN THE COMMITTEE OF THIRTEEN BUT HAD DECLINED THE HONOR.) 

4. COMMENT: DR MOTLANA IS A VETERAN OF SOWETO'S URBAN 
POLITICAL STRUGGLE. HIS POLITICAL BACKGROUND GOES BACK TO 

THE DAYS OF THE ANC AND, AS MOTLANA WRYLY NOTED, HE FEELS SOME- 
WHAT EMBARRASSED TO BE ONE OF THE PROPONENTS OF AN IDEA THAT 
IS BASICALLY A REAFFIRMATION OF SAG POLICY - SEPARATE 
POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT. NONETHELESS, THE STRUGGLE FOR 
SOWETO AUTONOMY IS DEEMED OONLY A STEPPING STONE TOWARD 
GREATER BLACK POLITICAL RIGHTS AND, TO THIS END, ALL OF 
SOWETO WAS IN AGREEMENT. 
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